
寄件者： tami
收件者： 蔡嘉純

主旨： FW: [Spam-Mail]檢送「投資巴林:前進海 灣合作理事會、中東及北非市場之門戶」文宣，請 查照。
日期︰ 2022年3月4日 下午 03:10:45
附件： 111E0000498.PDF

14730_JCS411105209540.pdf

-----Original Message-----
From: pcsung [mailto:pcsung@cnfi.org.tw]
Sent: Friday, March 4, 2022 11:30 AM
Cc: mlchen <mlchen@cnfi.org.tw>; wcyen <wcyen@cnfi.org.tw>
Subject: [Spam-Mail]檢送「投資巴林:前進海 灣合作理事會、中東及北非市場之門
戶」文宣，請 查照。

敬致 本會團體會員公會，您好：

檢送巴林王國經濟發展局(EDB)編撰之「投資巴林:前進海 灣合作理事會、中東及北非
市場之門戶」(Invest in Bahrain-Gateway to the GCC, MENA and beyond.)文宣 如
附件，敬請查照轉知貴會會員廠商參考，至紉公誼。

說明：據旨揭文宣，巴林王國相較其他海灣合作理事會(GCC)會員 國具經商成本優勢，
教育水準優越，約9成巴林人通曉英語 及阿拉伯語。歡迎有意赴巴林王國投資布局之企
業先進聯 繫巴林王國經濟發展局駐日代表處(兼轄我國業務:yoshio.
kanamaru@bahrainedb.com)或我駐沙烏地阿拉伯王國代表 處經濟組
(saudiarabia@moea.gov.tw)。

敬祝 順心

宋品潔 敬啟
中華民國全國工業總會
國際經貿組 資深專員
青年委員會 秘書
Tel：(02)2703-3500分機213
Fax：(02)2754-2895
E-mail：pcsung@cnfi.org.tw

--
Avast 防毒軟體已檢查此封電子郵件的病毒。
https://www.avast.com/antivirus

mailto:tami@tami.org.tw
mailto:amandat@tami.org.tw
mailto:pcsung@cnfi.org.tw
https://www.avast.com/antivirus
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第 1 頁，共 1 頁


經濟部投資業務處 函
地址：10047臺北市館前路71號8樓


承辦人：李宗曜


電話：(02)2389-2111分機：314


傳真：(02)2382-0497


電子信箱：tylee@moea.gov.tw


受文者：中華民國全國工業總會


發文日期：中華民國111年03月02日


發文字號：經投三字第11105209540號


速別：普通件


密等及解密條件或保密期限：


附件：如文 (JCS411105209540.pdf)


主旨：檢送巴林王國經濟發展局(EDB)編撰之「投資巴林:前進海


灣合作理事會、中東及北非市場之門戶」(Invest in 


Bahrain-Gateway to the GCC, MENA and beyond.)文宣


如附件，敬請查照轉知貴會會員廠商參考，至紉公誼。


說明：據旨揭文宣，巴林王國相較其他海灣合作理事會(GCC)會員


國具經商成本優勢，教育水準優越，約9成巴林人通曉英語


及阿拉伯語。歡迎有意赴巴林王國投資布局之企業先進聯


繫巴林王國經濟發展局駐日代表處(兼轄我國業務:yoshio.


kanamaru@bahrainedb.com)或我駐沙烏地阿拉伯王國代表


處經濟組(saudiarabia@moea.gov.tw)。


正本：中華民國全國工業總會、中華民國全國商業總會、台灣區電機電子工業同業公


會、台北市進出口商業同業公會、社團法人中華民國國際經濟合作協會、財團法


人中華民國對外貿易發展協會


副本：駐沙烏地阿拉伯王國代表處經濟組、駐日本代表處經濟組


檔　　號:
保存年限:
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About 
Bahrain
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BAHRAIN ESSENTIALS


Area


770 km2


(52% expats)


1.5 million
Population


2020*


US $34.7 bn


Nominal GDP


2020


US $31.7 bn


FDI Stock 


Source: *Bahrain Information & e-Government Authority iGA; MOFNE


Business Language


English & Arabic
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We are shifting from an economy built on oil wealth to 


a productive, globally competitive economy, shaped by 


the government and driven by a pioneering private section. 


As an economy that raises the broad middle class, 


Bahrainis enjoy good living standards through increased 


productivity and high-wage jobs which we are working 


towards doubling.


G U I D I N G  P R I N C I P L E S  – W H AT  T H E Y  M E A NStrong vision


Sustainability


Government finances will uphold a system that is stable 


and forward-looking. Bahrain will use its resources to 


invest in the future, improving human capital through 


education and training.


Competitiveness


Bahrain will attain a high level of competitiveness in


the global economy, making the Kingdom a great place 


to do business.


Fairness


Public and private-sector activities should be transparent, 


and everyone should be treated the same in law and have 


equal access to services.







Market opportunity 
and global access
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Source: *Zawya, Q2 2021; **UNDP, Arab Development Portal (2021); ***World Population Review (2021)


MENA: 
US $3.7 trillion


445 million 


consumers*


GCC: 
US $1.4 trillion.*


54 m consumers**


MENA has  


4% of world GDP


The GCC accounts for  


43% of MENA GDP


Duty-free Trade


22 countries


FTAs 


(Free Trade Agreements):


Flight Times


1.5 hours


Dubai, Riyadh


2.5 hours


Amman, Karachi


4.5 hours


Cairo, Istanbul


8 hours


London, Frankfurt 


and Moscow


Bahrain


London


Moscow


Frankfurt


Cairo


Istanbul


Amman


Karachi
Dubai


Riyadh







92% FDI 
contribution 


to Bahrain’s GDP


1st in GCC
for Inward FDI Stocks 


relative to GDP
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Source: Bahrain Information & eGovernment Authority


Economic diversity and growth


17.7%
Oil and gas


5.5%
Others 19.0%


Financial services


1.5%
Hotels and 


restaurants


4.4%
Trade


14.5%
Manufacturing


13.0%
Government 


services


5.7%
Transport and 


communications7.7%
Construction


5.7%
Social and personal 


services


5.4%
Real estate and 


business activities


Was


42%
in 2002


2019 2020 2021f 2022f


Real GDP Growth 2.1% -5.1% 3.1% 3.1%


Non-oil GDP accounts for more than 


80% of real GDP.


GDP 


contribution 


2020 


Source: MOFNE, IGA


4% FDI Stock 


Growth Rate  
for 2016-2020







Bahrain enables you to unlock 


the potential of the Gulf, 


particularly Saudi Arabia’s 


Eastern Province.


The Bahrain Global Sea-Air Hub is 


the most efficient multimodal sea-


air transhipment in the region,  


capitalizing on Bahrain’s strategic 


position between markets.
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Sea


Khalifa bin Salman Port (KBSP) has 


the GCC’s shortest container customs 


clearance (as little as 3 hours) and 


fastest truck turnaround (33 minutes).


Physical infrastructure


Shortest container customs 


clearance (as little as 3 hours)


The 25 km King Fahad Causeway to 


Saudi Arabia now uses blockchain 


technology to fast-track customs 


clearance and fee payments. It has cut 


processing time to 10 hours, a reflection 


of Bahrain’s speed and efficiency.


Road Air Cargo


Bahrain International Airport is upgrading infrastructure and 


services, with enhancements that include 24/7 customs, a core 


warehouse, new air cargo village and direct access to airside and 


freighter parking stands.







Key milestones
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2001


First to introduce Islamic 


banking regulations


2004


First to liberalize 


telecoms


2005


Establishment of 


International Bahrain


2008


Establishment of the 


Education and Training 


Authority (BQA)


2006


Signed US FTA


Opening Khalifa bin 


Salman Port (KBSP)


Establishment of The 


National Health 


Regulatory Authority 


(NHRA)


First to adopt a 


cloud-first policy


Establish onshore 


regulatory sandbox


Offering commercial 5G 


services 


Introduction of personal 


data protection law, re-


organization and 


bankruptcy law


Introduction of Real 


Estate Regulatory 


Authority


2009 2010 2017 20192018


First to adopt a 


open banking


Launch of crypto assets 


exchanges


Cloud innovation Centres


launched


2020


Expansion of Court 


Automation E-filling & 


Payment


Virtual learning offered 


by Ministry of Education


Expansion of virtual 


healthcare services 


2021


Launching Al Dana 


Amphitheatre
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Bahrain 
Successes
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B A H R A I N  I S  H O M E  T O  


D I V E R S E  M U LT I N AT I O N A L  


C O M PA N I E S .
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Source: FDI Markets Database (January 2003 to Present Day)


F I N A N C I A L  
S E R V I C E S


M A N U F A C T U R I N G  
A N D  L O G I S T I C S


T E C H  A N D  
I N N O V A T I O N


R E A L  E S T A T E  
A N D  T O U R I S M


E D U C A T I O N  A N D  
H E A L T H C A R E


Bahrain’s sector success
C O M PA N I E S  W H O  H AV E  I N V E S T E D  I N  B A H R A I N ’ S  F O C U S  S E C T O R S
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Major 
Development 
Projects
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Major Development Projects
E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y


S E C T O R  G R O W T H


E X P A N S I O N


E N H A N C E D  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  


Development of five new cities, which will increase the current area of the Kingdom of 


Bahrain by more than 60%.


18 high value (US $30 billion <) development project underway across 7 key sectors  


Expansion of Bahrain’s transport network, increasing strategic links between projects, 


cities and Saudi Arabia. 


I M P R O V E D  L I V I N G
The royal derivatives to create 40,000 housing units reflects the government’s commitment 


to strengthen its partnership with the private sector to provide quality houses for citizens. 
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Major development projects worth 
more than USD 30 billion 


1


2


3


4


5


6


7
8


1012


13


14


15


16


17


18


11 19 23


21


2122


20


22


22


22


5  N e w  C i t i e s


1- Fasht Al Jarim 2- Suhaila Island 3- Fasht Al Adhm 4- Gulf of Bahrain


5- Hawar Island


I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  I C T


6- King Hamad 
Causeway 


7- Bahrain Metro 8- Northern Road 
9- Future International 
Marine Fibre Telecoms 


Project


T o u r i s m  S e c t o r


10- Bilaj Al Jazayer
(Tourist City)


11- Exhibition & 
Convention Centre


12- Jumeirah 
Resort


13- South City  


14- Marrasi
AlBahrain


I n d u s t r i a l  S e c t o r


15- Bapco
Modernization


16-Aluminium 
Downstream Zone


17- USA Trade 
Zone


E d u c a t i o n  S e c t o r


18-King Abdulla 
Medical City 


19-College of 
Engineering UOB


H e a l t h c a r e  S e c t o r


20- Dilmunia
Health Complex


21- King Hamad 
Hospital  (AMH)


H o u s i n g  P r o j e c t s


22- Housing Projects


Y o u t h  &  S p o r t s


23- Sports City 
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Work is underway on five new cities, which will increase 


the current area of the Kingdom of Bahrain by more than 


60%. This also takes into consideration sustainability of 


the environment and wildlife.


Five New Cities


R E S I D E N T I A L ,  M U L T I P L E  U S E 1 8 3  k m 2


R E S I D E N T I A L ,  M U L T I P L E  U S E 6 2  k m 2


I N D U S T R I A L ,  I N V E S T M E N T 1 0 4  k m 2


T O U R I S M  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T 3 1  k m 2


T O U R I S M  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T 7  k m 2


1


2


3


4


5


1


2


3


4


5


F a s h t A l  
J a r i m


S u h a i l a
I s l a n d


F a s h t A l  
A d h m


G u l f  o f  
B a h r a i n


H a w a r  
I s l a n d s


Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 


❖ An island surrounded by canals with an airport at its 


centre. With the aim of creating mixed-use projects


❖ The city will promote the concept of integrated and 


sustainable mobility.​


❖ The new island’s layout follows the borders of the Fasht


and will be connected to the mainland.


Main Uses: 


Fasht Al Jarim


R E S I D E N T I A L T O U R I S T  A R E A F U T U R E  A I R P O R T


L O G I S T I C S  A R E A S C A N A L / S O U Q


5  N e w  C i t i e s


Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 


❖ An island in harmony with the natural terrain of the 


region, which creates water channels in the direction of 


the wind 


❖ Distinct investment and tourism opportunities that attract 


investors and enhance tourism.


Main Uses: 


Suhaila Island


R E S I D E N T I A L T O U R I S T  A R E A M U L T I P L E  U S E S


5  N e w  C i t i e s


Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 


❖ More than 100 km2 


❖ A group of islands that are will host industrial, logistics, 


residential communities. As well as investment areas.


❖ Investment opportunities for clean industry, new 


technologies, and renewable energy 


Main Uses


Fasht al Adhm


I N D U S T R I A L I N V E S T M E N T M U L T I P L E  U S E S


5  N e w  C i t i e s


Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 


❖ A group of islands, with a sustainable natural shape that 


promotes the growth of mangroves


❖ Opportunities for investment and tourism


Main Uses


Gulf Of Bahrain


T O U R I S M  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T


M A N G R O V E  A R E A


M U L T I P L E  U S E S


5  N e w  C i t i e s


Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 


❖ Ongoing projects will protect natural habitats and the


preserve the environment.


❖ The development is divided into four areas that includes


nature reserves, contemporary urban centers,


waterfront resorts, and open spaces, all of which are


connected by a series of walkways.


Main Uses


Hawar Islands


T O U R I S M  |  H o t e l s  &  R e s o r t s M U L T I P L E  U S E S


5  N e w  C i t i e s


Back to Strategic Projects
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The second bridge linking the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 


the Kingdom of Bahrain will extend to a length of 25 km. it 


will consist of four lanes for vehicles and part of the railway 


which is 57km in total length.


The project strengthens the strategic, political, economic 


and cultural ties between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the 


Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.


It also aims to reduce traffic congestion and enhance the 


efficiency of transporting people and goods between the 


two kingdoms and the GCC which will further boost 


regional economic growth.


King Hamad Causeway
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  T e l e c o m s


Back to Strategic Projects
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Establishing a metro network covering all areas in Bahrain


with a length of 109 km, to be implemented in several


phases.


The first phase of the project will include the construction of


two 29-km lines with 20 stops. The first line will connect


Bahrain International Airport and Seef District, while the


other will link the Juffair Area and the educational district in


Isa Town.


Bahrain Metro  
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  T e l e c o m s


Back to Strategic Projects
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The project will provide transport corridors along the 


northern coast of Bahrain, which will enhance the link 


between strategic projects and new housing projects.


The Northern Road will reach a length of 22.5 km long with 


four lanes being developed.


Northern Road
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  T e l e c o m s


Back to Strategic Projects
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The project, also referred to as the "Tourist City", is located 


in the southwest of the Kingdom and is one of the projects 


that will enhance the Kingdom's position on the global 


tourism map.


The first phase includes public beaches and a walkway 
extending over 1.2 km, with key recreational, residential 
and tourism facilities being developed. 


The project will host the Avani Bilaj Al Jazayer Bahrain 


Resort and Tivoli Bilaj Al Jazayer Bahrain Resort.


​The project won “The best project in the entertainment 


sector in Bahrain” Award, and was nominated for “the best 


project in the entertainment sector in the Arab region” 


Award


Bilaj Al Jazayer (Tourist City)
T o u r i s m  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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The resort will be built in the southwest of the Kingdom of 


Bahrain


It will have 207 rooms, two beaches, five swimming pools, 


a spa, a health club (spa), a lagoon, artificial islands, and 


water games.


In addition to many restaurants and cafes, it will provide its 


visitors with other attractions such as indoor and outdoor 


cinemas, and an event hall with a capacity of 2,500 people.


Jumeirah Bahrain Bay Resort
T o u r i s m  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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Marrasi Galleria


Spread over an area of ​​200,000 square meters on a 


strategic location within the Marassi Al Bahrain project, 


which is planned to house a wide assortment of prominent 


international brands.


❖ The project will open in September 2022. 


❖ The first commercial complex with exceptional sea 


views in the region, and will allow visitors direct access 


to both the beach and the waterfront promenade. 


❖ Sections of the complex include a High Street, the 


Family Plaza section, a charming waterfront dining 


area, and the luxurious courtyard section. 


T o u r i s m  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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Vida Marassi AlBahrain Hotel & Vida Residence


The hotel is located next to the waterfront and is designed 


in a modern and innovative way to form an urban center for 


the next generation residence and entertainment. The hotel 


apartments feature elegant interiors and various amenities


❖ The project will open in December 2021. 


❖ The resort includes 157 rooms, while the hotel 


apartments include 145 apartments, in addition to a 


number of fine restaurants, a spa, and an outdoor pool. 


❖ It is connected to Marassi Galleria and is steps away 


from the multiple facilities of the Marassi Al Bahrain 


project.


T o u r i s m  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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The Address Hotel Marassi AlBahrain & The Address 
Residences


Luxurious hotel and hotel apartments with modern facilities 


providing the highest levels of luxury. close to a number of 


luxury shops, and restaurants with a stunning sea view.


❖ The project will open in February 2022.


❖ The hotel has 10 floors and 117 rooms including 20 


luxurious suites, in addition to business facilities, spa, 


gym, swimming pools and games area.


❖ The Address Residences includes a commercial 


complex, a waterfront and a wide walkway. The 


residential facilities consist of 10 floors and 155 


residences.


❖ It is directly connected to Marassi Galleria.


T o u r i s m  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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The largest industrial project in the history of the 


Kingdom of Bahrain.


Aims to: 


❖ Increase the productivity, competitiveness, and 


efficiency of the BAPCO oil refinery 


❖ Increase the refining capacity form 267 thousand to 


380 thousand barrels per day


Bapco Modernization
I n d u s t r i a l  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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Establish a downstream zone for the aluminum sector near 


the Alba factory to: 


❖ Attract local and foreign investment in the aluminum 


sector and develop exports in this dynamic sector.


❖ ​Increase the contribution of the non-oil sectors in 


general and the manufacturing sector in particular to the 


Kingdom’s GDP​


❖ Create quality jobs for citizens in the aluminum 


downstream and manufacturing sector.


Aluminium Downstream Zone
I n d u s t r i a l  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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A memorandum of understanding was signed 


between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the United 


States of America with the aim of:


❖ Creating a US trade zone within Bahrain, thus 


developing a regional centre for commerce, 


manufacturing, logistics, and distribution.


❖ Enhancing economic, commercial, and industrial 


cooperation.


❖ Advancing bilateral trade between the two 


countries.


Creating quality job opportunities for citizens in the 


sectors of industry, trade and support services. 


USA Trade Zone
I n d u s t r i a l  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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A healthcare complex that includes academic and medical 
facilities. The complex will also include research centres
specialised in studying prevalent diseases, including cancer, 
diabetes, and obesity. The project will be implemented in two 
phases:


Phase 1: 


An educational department consisting of


❖ 8 floors with a capacity of 300 beds. ​


❖ Outpatient clinics consisting of 3 floors. ​


❖ 15 operating rooms.


❖ Modern laboratories and an imaging centre.


Phase 2


❖ Expansion to 500 bed capacity.


❖ Establishing a research and development centre. ​


❖ Conference hall.


King Abdullah Medical City
H e a l t h c a r e  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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College of Engineering –
University of Bahrain 


One of the most prestigious international engineering 


companies has been hired to design the university’s College 


of Engineering building.


❖ The project organisers are keen to ensure that the 


design is of the highest quality and is environmentally 


friendly. ​


❖ The project will include new buildings for the 


Department of Mechanical, Electrical, Chemical, and 


Civil Engineering, Department of Architecture and 


Interior Design.


❖ The project will provide a research environment that 


contributes to scientific research and developing 


engineering technologies and preparing students in 


various engineering fields to meet the needs of 


society, the labour market and the requirements of 


the comprehensive development of the Kingdom.


E d u c a t i o n  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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A health services complex and a General Hospital focusing 


on multiple specializations located in Dilmunia Island​


Land has been allocated for the hospital, with an estimated 


size of 16,665 sqm.


Dilmunia Health Services Complex
H e a l t h c a r e  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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Establishing a hospital in the A’ali area that includes all 
medical specialties, with a capacity of 125 beds.


It will contain two departments, one dedicated to gynecology 
and children, and the other to provide general medical 
services adopting the latest technologies across various 
specialties. ​


Solar panels will be installed in the hospital upon completion 
of the project, with target of providing 75% of the energy 
demands of the hospital.


King Hamad Hospital AMH
H e a l t h c a r e  S e c t o r


Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 


Based on the royal directives to provide 40,000 housing 
units, work has been undertaken in partnership with the 
private sector to establish five new residential cities in an 


effort to provide the best exemplary housing services for 
citizens and provide more building opportunities for 
developers.


Government Land Development programme


The "Sharaka" programme has been launched, which 


allows bidding on land rights to develop government lands 
by private developers.
​The programme will be expanded over the coming years to 
include more than 16000 housing units. The move is in line 
with the government’s commitment to strengthen its 


partnership with the private sector to provide quality houses 
for citizens. 


Housing Projects


Outskirt of Ramli, 3,901 houses


Madinat Salman, 11,940 houses


East Hidd, 4,898 houses


Madinat Khalifa, 4,497 houses


East Sitra, 3,430 houses


H o u s i n g  P r o j e c t s


Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary


The project will include building the largest integrated sports 


stadium in the Kingdom


❖ includes a multi-purpose hall, international standard 


football fields, and athletics tracks.


❖ It also includes a shopping mall and hotels


Sports City 
Y o u t h  &  S p o r t s


Back to Strategic Projects
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Why 
invest
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F I V E  R E A S O N S  B A H R A I N  


S H O U L D  B E  Y O U R  F I R S T  


C H O I C E :


Financially 


attractive01


Skilled 


workforce02


Ease of doing 


business03


Access to


decision-makers04


Exceptional 


lifestyle05







W
H


Y
 


I
N


V
E


S
T


Sources: *Manama, third consecutive year, AIRINC Global 150 Cities Index; **Average, vs. GCC benchmarks (Manufacturing & Logistics: Bahrain, KSA, UAE, Oman
FS: UAE only (Dubai & Abu Dhabi) Technology: UAE, KSA, Qatar, Kuwait) ***Average, KPMG CODB 2020


Financially attractive
B A H R A I N  R A N K S  F I R S T  G L O B A L LY  F O R  F I N A N C I A L  AT T R A C T I V E N E S S *


C O S T  E F F E C T I V E  I N  G C C * * N O  T A X E S I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A G R E E M E N T S


25%
lower salary costs, financial services***


37%
lower, technology & innovation


31%
lower, financial services


71.5%
lower, logistics


56%
lower, manufacturing


0%
corporation taxes


0%
personal income taxes


0%
wealth taxes


0%
capital gains tax


0%
Import duty on raw materials, 


machinery and spare parts


41 countries
Double Taxation 


Avoidance Agreements


34 countries
Investment Protection 


& Promotion Agreements


22 countries
Free Trade Agreements
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Bahrainis are highly educated. 
More than 32,000 students are enrolled in higher education*:


Source: Higher Education Council, 2019-20


K E Y  F A C T S :Skilled workforce


5%


14%


5%


31%10%


23%


4%


8%


Sources: *Higher Education Council, 2019-20; 
**Ministry of Education - Bahrain Education & Training Annual Report, 2020; 
***International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Report 2020; 
****LMRA, end 2020


90%
of Bahrainis fluent 


in English & Arabic


75%
employment rate among 


Bahrain polytechnic 


graduates**


1st


in the Arab countries for 


advanced computer 


programming talent in 


ICT***
Education


Arts & Humanities


Social Sciences, 


Journalist & Information


Business, Administration 


& Law


Health & Welfare


STEM 


Services


Others







Bahrain is first globally for female 


digital skills training and STEM*.


Bahrainis in financial services
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Source: *Inclusive Internet Index 2021


A diverse workforce


41% 59%


38% of the financial services 


sector are Bahraini women 


despite no quota being in place


BahrainisNon Bahrainis


Though women comprise 


just over 20% of the total 


labour force*, 40% of 


start-ups have female 


founders







Since 2006, Tamkeen, Bahrain’s labour fund, 


has invested US $2.2 billion to promote 


employability among Bahrainis graduates and 


job-seekers, and to support the private sector.


Key incentives include:


100% individual training support


Wage subsidy – 70% y1, 50% y2, 30% y3


Up to 100% wage increment


W
H


Y
 


I
N


V
E


S
T


Thoroughly supported







Ease of doing business
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*Sources: 2021 Index of Economic Freedom; 


Bahrain creates the conditions in which enterprise excels. 


That’s what being ‘Business Friendly’ means.


The Kingdom is acknowledged by influential bodies 


for freedom across a range of measures:


1st


in MENA for Investment Freedom


1st


in MENA for Trade Freedom


1st


in MENA for Labour Market Regulations


**Economic Freedom of the World 2021 by Frasier
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Bahrain is leading in the region in terms of 
digitalization across different sectors. The digital 
economy contributes towards 8% of our GDP. 


*Source: The Inclusive Internet Index 2021


Digital infrastructure
R A P I D LY  B E C O M I N G  D I G I TA L - L E D


1st in the region to set up a 


Hyperscale Data Centre


I N N O V A T I V E  


R E G U L A T I O N


1st in the region to deliver nation 


wide commercial 5G network 


services


1st globally for privacy and 


data regulations*


1st government in the region to store 


data offshore, in the Cloud


Zero restrictions on VoIP services – the 


only country in the region


S U P P O R T I V E  R E G U L A T I O N


• Cloud first policy • Crypto Asset Exchanges


• Digital Financial Advice 


Regulations (Robo-Advisory)


• Crowdfunding 2.0Electronic Transferable


• FinTech Regulatory Sandbox
• Electronic Communications and Transactions Law


• Records Law


• Ratification of the UN’s Convention on the use of Electronic Communications in 


International Contracts







Operational freedom
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*Source: https://www.heritage.org/index/explore


100% 100% No 1st


E N J O Y  U N R I VA L L E D  F I N A N C I A L  F R E E D O M  I N  B A H R A I N


foreign ownership 


in most sectors


repatriation of capital 


profits & dividends


free zone restrictions in MENA for 


financial freedom*







Bahrain’s regulatory framework 


helps you innovate and grow.


Regulation is clear and transparent. 


Our high governance standards lead 


to outstanding stability.
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Progressive regulation


Take two: a wealth of reforms


A regulatory sandbox for FinTech (2017) and adoption of 


Open Banking (2019) are just two ways Bahrain is working 


to streamline business operation.


2018 2019 20202017


FinTech Regulatory 


Sandbox


Crowdfunding 2.0


Reorganisation and 


Bankruptcy Law


Competition Law


Health Insurance Law


Personal Data 


Protection Law


Electronic Transferable 


Records Law


Electronic Communications 


and Transactions Law


Commercial Companies 


Law Amendments


Cloud Computing Services 


to Foreign Parties Law 


(Data Jurisdiction)


Open Banking


Crypto Asset 


Exchanges


Digital Financial 


Advice Regulations 


(Robo-Advisory)


E-Notarisation


Regulations


CBB’s Rules on 


Insurance Aggregators 


(InsurTech)


Extension of e-visas to 


120 countries


Ratification of the UN’s 


Convention on the use 


of Electronic 


Communications in 


International Contracts







W
H


Y
 


I
N


V
E


S
T Team Bahrain clears the way for profitable 


opportunities by connecting investors to 


strategic bodies and partners across the 


public and private sectors.


Companies get established fast and 


effectively and make the most from their 


investment.


Source: EDB


Access to decision-makers


Over


US$ 3.2 billion
in investments 


attracted 2017-2020 


402
companies 


attracted 2017-2020


20.7%
Investment growth 


2017-2020 (US $733 


m to US $885 m)
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Mondelēz wanted to create a new global hub


– its sixth largest. 


Team Bahrain 
achievements


The company needed 250,000m2


of industrial expansion land. 


None was available.


With partners, Team Bahrain 


reclaimed land from the sea 


in just six months. Allowing them 


to serve a vast area from Bahrain.


Also secured land next to 


the new site for Mondelēz’s 


supply chain.


Formed the Bahrain Logistics 


Board to further support 


Mondelēz in exporting to Saudi 


Arabia.
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Team Bahrain went the extra mile to attract MENA’s 


first hyperscale data centre. 


Team Bahrain 
achievements


Drove adoption of a government-


wide cloud-first policy


Introduced new data jurisdiction 


and protection laws


Changed legislation to make 


cloud computing attractive to 


the private sector


Offered SMEs grant-based 


support for cloud migration 


training and cloud credits


Helped AWS roll out its fastest global deployment, by identifying suitable 


sites powered by renewable energy
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Arla is currently investing in a major expansion of 


it’s factory in Bahrain. 


Team Bahrain 
achievements


The Middle East is the 2nd biggest 


market for Arla, they are building 


7,000 SQM production site in 


Bahrain.


Arla was given access to the 


EDB’s Jobs Portal linking Arla to 


top CVs and the Ministry of 


Labor.


The EDB connected Arla with 


logistics providers based on 


Arla’s specific needs.


Team Bahrain provided priority 


and quick access to COVID 


testing for Arla’s employees.
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DHL have operated their MENA regional hub office 


in Bahrain since 1977


Team Bahrain 
achievements


EDB helped allocate an MOT land 


plot giving DHL dedicated 


landside and airside 


compatible areas.


The EDB facilitated an electronic 


data interchange allowing pre-


clearance of DHL parcels through 


the Bahrain Customs system.


Through the Bahrain Logistics 


Board, the EDB helped allocate 


pre-built warehouse facilities to 


the airport.


The EDB worked closely with 


BAC and MTT in negotiations for 


a further renewal of a 10 year 


lease agreement for DHL.
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RCSI chose Bahrain as their first venture to open 


outside of Ireland.


Team Bahrain 
achievements


RCSI wanted to open outside of 


Ireland in a county with the 


necessary infrastructure in 


place for trials.


Bahrain offers healthcare 


manufacturers an excellent base 


to access the $20 billion GCC 


pharmaceutical industry.


Bahrain was chosen due to ease 


of securing approvals by GCC 


regulators than if conducting trials 


in other regions.


The responsive nature of NHRA


to research trials allow safe 


approvals to be given far 


quicker than in Europe.
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American Express has been regionally 


headquartered in Bahrain for over 40 years due to 


it’s location and favorable regulation.


Team Bahrain 
achievements


Amex have had access to top 


class regulations including 


Bahrain’s position as the 1st


globally for privacy and data.


Amex is able to benefit from 


Bahrain’s clarity and 


transparency around it’s


regulatory framework.


Access to a collaborative 


approach, partnering on multiple 


government initiatives.


Their employees come from a 


workforce of over 30 


nationalities in Bahrain allowing 


innovation and diversity.
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Citi Bank wanted to launch a large scale technology 


hub in Bahrain.


Team Bahrain 
achievements


Accessed Bahrain’s diverse and 


skilled talent pool with the 


ambition to employee 1000 


Bahrainis.


Strong leadership buy-in by Team 


Bahrain helped rapid 


turnaround in drafting the deal 


and terms.


EDB worked closely with Citi from 


the early stages, preparing 


customized value propositions 


to support the project. 


Team Bahrain worked closely 


supporting with data sharing on 


tech talent and salary ranges.







Bahrain is one of the most cost-effective places to live in the GCC.
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Source: KPMG Cost of doing business 2020


Exceptional lifestyle
B E T T E R  C O S T  O F  L I V I N G


A  H A P P Y  P L A C E


Surveys confirm that Bahrain 


is a safe, welcoming location.


15th


globally, HSBC Expat 


Survey 2020


12th


globally for lack 


of organised crime* 


1st


in MENA for ease 


of settling in**


1st


in MENA for work/life 


balance** 


1st


in MENA for personal 


happiness***


1st


in MENA for physical 


& mental wellbeing**


1st


in MENA for quality of life**


Bahrain 46,800


Saudi 42,330


UAE 60,120


Qatar 60,870


Kuwait 76,530


A N N U A L  C O S T  O F  L I V I N G  


I N  U S D


Sources: *Global Competitiveness Report 2019); 


**HSBC 2020; ***The Expat Insider Survey 2021 


– InterNations; ****Mercer Cost of Living 2021
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Liberal and open


As an island trading nation, Bahrain has welcomed 


people from the world over for millennia.


Today is no different. The result is a tolerant, 


cosmopolitan society and a varied population.


Sources: *Global Connectedness Index 2020 – DHL; **Expat Insider Survey 2020; 


Diversity & Inclusion


7th


globally for the 


highest percentage 


of migrants*


93%
of expats say it’s easy 


to live in Bahrain 


without speaking the 


local language (vs. 


54% globally)** 


Focused on equality


Bahrain celebrates religious choice, with:


17 Christian denominations 


and registered churches


Sikh, Hindu, Bahai and 


Buddhist places of worship 


and dedicated facilities
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Education options


Bahrain offers an exceptionally diverse and international curriculum range 


including the American, Indian, Canadian and British curriculum - with St. 


Chris notably being highest ranked British School outside of the UK. 


*Source: Education Annual Report 2020


Diversity & Inclusion
C O V I D - 1 9  R E S P O N S E


Bahrain has made major efforts 


to counter the pandemic.


The quick response to the pandemic has 


involved +7m tests and a recovery rate of 


99.4%. Furthermore, Bahrain was the first 


Arab country to join the WHO solidarity trial 


to find a treatment for COVID-19**


Bahrain’s government has provided 


a US $11.4 bn economic stimulus 


package that includes:


Sources: *GDN, Sep 2021; **Bahrain 
Ministry of Health, March 2020


E D U C AT I O N A L  


I N S T I T U T I O N


N U M B E R  O F  


S C H O O L S


Public school 209


Private school 70


Kindergarten 188


‘Feena Khair’ campaign to collect 
financial & material donations


‘BeAware Bahrain’ mobile app to help 
contain virus spread


Drive-through test facilities nationwide


444 24-hour hotline to report cases in 
English & Arabic


No-fee treatments to citizens & residents
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An IPA responsible for attracting investment and enhancing the business ecosystem


Bahrain Economic Development Board


Analysis and information to 


support your investment  


decision


A concierge service to  


streamline your market entry


Long term support to make 


your  business a success


F E A S I B I L I T Y R E G I S T R AT I O N A F T E R C A R E







Bahrain Economic  
Development Board
An IPA responsible for attracting investment and 
enhancing the business ecosystem


58
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Get in touch
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T H I N K  O F  T H E  B A H R A I N  E D B  


A S  PA R T  O F  Y O U R  T E A M .


An investment promotion agency, 


we’re here to:


Make Bahrain’s


business 
environment
as attractive as possible


Help investors


gain from its 


advantages



https://twitter.com/bahrainedb?lang=en

https://www.linkedin.com/company/bahrainedb/

https://www.instagram.com/bahrainedb/

https://www.facebook.com/BahrainEDB/

https://www.youtube.com/user/bahrainedb/
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經濟部投資業務處 函
地址：10047臺北市館前路71號8樓

承辦人：李宗曜

電話：(02)2389-2111分機：314

傳真：(02)2382-0497

電子信箱：tylee@moea.gov.tw

受文者：中華民國全國工業總會

發文日期：中華民國111年03月02日

發文字號：經投三字第11105209540號

速別：普通件

密等及解密條件或保密期限：

附件：如文 (JCS411105209540.pdf)

主旨：檢送巴林王國經濟發展局(EDB)編撰之「投資巴林:前進海

灣合作理事會、中東及北非市場之門戶」(Invest in 

Bahrain-Gateway to the GCC, MENA and beyond.)文宣

如附件，敬請查照轉知貴會會員廠商參考，至紉公誼。

說明：據旨揭文宣，巴林王國相較其他海灣合作理事會(GCC)會員

國具經商成本優勢，教育水準優越，約9成巴林人通曉英語

及阿拉伯語。歡迎有意赴巴林王國投資布局之企業先進聯

繫巴林王國經濟發展局駐日代表處(兼轄我國業務:yoshio.

kanamaru@bahrainedb.com)或我駐沙烏地阿拉伯王國代表

處經濟組(saudiarabia@moea.gov.tw)。

正本：中華民國全國工業總會、中華民國全國商業總會、台灣區電機電子工業同業公

會、台北市進出口商業同業公會、社團法人中華民國國際經濟合作協會、財團法

人中華民國對外貿易發展協會

副本：駐沙烏地阿拉伯王國代表處經濟組、駐日本代表處經濟組

檔　　號:
保存年限:
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About 
Bahrain
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BAHRAIN ESSENTIALS

Area

770 km2

(52% expats)

1.5 million
Population

2020*

US $34.7 bn

Nominal GDP

2020

US $31.7 bn

FDI Stock 

Source: *Bahrain Information & e-Government Authority iGA; MOFNE

Business Language

English & Arabic
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We are shifting from an economy built on oil wealth to 

a productive, globally competitive economy, shaped by 

the government and driven by a pioneering private section. 

As an economy that raises the broad middle class, 

Bahrainis enjoy good living standards through increased 

productivity and high-wage jobs which we are working 

towards doubling.

G U I D I N G  P R I N C I P L E S  – W H AT  T H E Y  M E A NStrong vision

Sustainability

Government finances will uphold a system that is stable 

and forward-looking. Bahrain will use its resources to 

invest in the future, improving human capital through 

education and training.

Competitiveness

Bahrain will attain a high level of competitiveness in

the global economy, making the Kingdom a great place 

to do business.

Fairness

Public and private-sector activities should be transparent, 

and everyone should be treated the same in law and have 

equal access to services.



Market opportunity 
and global access
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Source: *Zawya, Q2 2021; **UNDP, Arab Development Portal (2021); ***World Population Review (2021)

MENA: 
US $3.7 trillion

445 million 

consumers*

GCC: 
US $1.4 trillion.*

54 m consumers**

MENA has  

4% of world GDP

The GCC accounts for  

43% of MENA GDP

Duty-free Trade

22 countries

FTAs 

(Free Trade Agreements):

Flight Times

1.5 hours

Dubai, Riyadh

2.5 hours

Amman, Karachi

4.5 hours

Cairo, Istanbul

8 hours

London, Frankfurt 

and Moscow

Bahrain

London

Moscow

Frankfurt

Cairo

Istanbul

Amman

Karachi
Dubai

Riyadh



92% FDI 
contribution 

to Bahrain’s GDP

1st in GCC
for Inward FDI Stocks 

relative to GDP
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Source: Bahrain Information & eGovernment Authority

Economic diversity and growth

17.7%
Oil and gas

5.5%
Others 19.0%

Financial services

1.5%
Hotels and 

restaurants

4.4%
Trade

14.5%
Manufacturing

13.0%
Government 

services

5.7%
Transport and 

communications7.7%
Construction

5.7%
Social and personal 

services

5.4%
Real estate and 

business activities

Was

42%
in 2002

2019 2020 2021f 2022f

Real GDP Growth 2.1% -5.1% 3.1% 3.1%

Non-oil GDP accounts for more than 

80% of real GDP.

GDP 

contribution 

2020 

Source: MOFNE, IGA

4% FDI Stock 

Growth Rate  
for 2016-2020



Bahrain enables you to unlock 

the potential of the Gulf, 

particularly Saudi Arabia’s 

Eastern Province.

The Bahrain Global Sea-Air Hub is 

the most efficient multimodal sea-

air transhipment in the region,  

capitalizing on Bahrain’s strategic 

position between markets.
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Sea

Khalifa bin Salman Port (KBSP) has 

the GCC’s shortest container customs 

clearance (as little as 3 hours) and 

fastest truck turnaround (33 minutes).

Physical infrastructure

Shortest container customs 

clearance (as little as 3 hours)

The 25 km King Fahad Causeway to 

Saudi Arabia now uses blockchain 

technology to fast-track customs 

clearance and fee payments. It has cut 

processing time to 10 hours, a reflection 

of Bahrain’s speed and efficiency.

Road Air Cargo

Bahrain International Airport is upgrading infrastructure and 

services, with enhancements that include 24/7 customs, a core 

warehouse, new air cargo village and direct access to airside and 

freighter parking stands.



Key milestones
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2001

First to introduce Islamic 

banking regulations

2004

First to liberalize 

telecoms

2005

Establishment of 

International Bahrain

2008

Establishment of the 

Education and Training 

Authority (BQA)

2006

Signed US FTA

Opening Khalifa bin 

Salman Port (KBSP)

Establishment of The 

National Health 

Regulatory Authority 

(NHRA)

First to adopt a 

cloud-first policy

Establish onshore 

regulatory sandbox

Offering commercial 5G 

services 

Introduction of personal 

data protection law, re-

organization and 

bankruptcy law

Introduction of Real 

Estate Regulatory 

Authority

2009 2010 2017 20192018

First to adopt a 

open banking

Launch of crypto assets 

exchanges

Cloud innovation Centres

launched

2020

Expansion of Court 

Automation E-filling & 

Payment

Virtual learning offered 

by Ministry of Education

Expansion of virtual 

healthcare services 

2021

Launching Al Dana 

Amphitheatre
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Bahrain 
Successes
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B A H R A I N  I S  H O M E  T O  

D I V E R S E  M U LT I N AT I O N A L  

C O M PA N I E S .
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Source: FDI Markets Database (January 2003 to Present Day)

F I N A N C I A L  
S E R V I C E S

M A N U F A C T U R I N G  
A N D  L O G I S T I C S

T E C H  A N D  
I N N O V A T I O N

R E A L  E S T A T E  
A N D  T O U R I S M

E D U C A T I O N  A N D  
H E A L T H C A R E

Bahrain’s sector success
C O M PA N I E S  W H O  H AV E  I N V E S T E D  I N  B A H R A I N ’ S  F O C U S  S E C T O R S
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Major 
Development 
Projects
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Major Development Projects
E x e c u t i v e  S u m m a r y

S E C T O R  G R O W T H

E X P A N S I O N

E N H A N C E D  I N F R A S T R U C T U R E  

Development of five new cities, which will increase the current area of the Kingdom of 

Bahrain by more than 60%.

18 high value (US $30 billion <) development project underway across 7 key sectors  

Expansion of Bahrain’s transport network, increasing strategic links between projects, 

cities and Saudi Arabia. 

I M P R O V E D  L I V I N G
The royal derivatives to create 40,000 housing units reflects the government’s commitment 

to strengthen its partnership with the private sector to provide quality houses for citizens. 
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Major development projects worth 
more than USD 30 billion 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7
8

1012

13

14

15

16

17

18

11 19 23

21

2122

20

22

22

22

5  N e w  C i t i e s

1- Fasht Al Jarim 2- Suhaila Island 3- Fasht Al Adhm 4- Gulf of Bahrain

5- Hawar Island

I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  I C T

6- King Hamad 
Causeway 

7- Bahrain Metro 8- Northern Road 
9- Future International 
Marine Fibre Telecoms 

Project

T o u r i s m  S e c t o r

10- Bilaj Al Jazayer
(Tourist City)

11- Exhibition & 
Convention Centre

12- Jumeirah 
Resort

13- South City  

14- Marrasi
AlBahrain

I n d u s t r i a l  S e c t o r

15- Bapco
Modernization

16-Aluminium 
Downstream Zone

17- USA Trade 
Zone

E d u c a t i o n  S e c t o r

18-King Abdulla 
Medical City 

19-College of 
Engineering UOB

H e a l t h c a r e  S e c t o r

20- Dilmunia
Health Complex

21- King Hamad 
Hospital  (AMH)

H o u s i n g  P r o j e c t s

22- Housing Projects

Y o u t h  &  S p o r t s

23- Sports City 
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Work is underway on five new cities, which will increase 

the current area of the Kingdom of Bahrain by more than 

60%. This also takes into consideration sustainability of 

the environment and wildlife.

Five New Cities

R E S I D E N T I A L ,  M U L T I P L E  U S E 1 8 3  k m 2

R E S I D E N T I A L ,  M U L T I P L E  U S E 6 2  k m 2

I N D U S T R I A L ,  I N V E S T M E N T 1 0 4  k m 2

T O U R I S M  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T 3 1  k m 2

T O U R I S M  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T 7  k m 2

1

2

3

4

5

1

2

3

4

5

F a s h t A l  
J a r i m

S u h a i l a
I s l a n d

F a s h t A l  
A d h m

G u l f  o f  
B a h r a i n

H a w a r  
I s l a n d s

Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 

❖ An island surrounded by canals with an airport at its 

centre. With the aim of creating mixed-use projects

❖ The city will promote the concept of integrated and 

sustainable mobility.​

❖ The new island’s layout follows the borders of the Fasht

and will be connected to the mainland.

Main Uses: 

Fasht Al Jarim

R E S I D E N T I A L T O U R I S T  A R E A F U T U R E  A I R P O R T

L O G I S T I C S  A R E A S C A N A L / S O U Q

5  N e w  C i t i e s

Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 

❖ An island in harmony with the natural terrain of the 

region, which creates water channels in the direction of 

the wind 

❖ Distinct investment and tourism opportunities that attract 

investors and enhance tourism.

Main Uses: 

Suhaila Island

R E S I D E N T I A L T O U R I S T  A R E A M U L T I P L E  U S E S

5  N e w  C i t i e s

Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 

❖ More than 100 km2 

❖ A group of islands that are will host industrial, logistics, 

residential communities. As well as investment areas.

❖ Investment opportunities for clean industry, new 

technologies, and renewable energy 

Main Uses

Fasht al Adhm

I N D U S T R I A L I N V E S T M E N T M U L T I P L E  U S E S

5  N e w  C i t i e s

Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 

❖ A group of islands, with a sustainable natural shape that 

promotes the growth of mangroves

❖ Opportunities for investment and tourism

Main Uses

Gulf Of Bahrain

T O U R I S M  &  E N T E R T A I N M E N T

M A N G R O V E  A R E A

M U L T I P L E  U S E S

5  N e w  C i t i e s

Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 

❖ Ongoing projects will protect natural habitats and the

preserve the environment.

❖ The development is divided into four areas that includes

nature reserves, contemporary urban centers,

waterfront resorts, and open spaces, all of which are

connected by a series of walkways.

Main Uses

Hawar Islands

T O U R I S M  |  H o t e l s  &  R e s o r t s M U L T I P L E  U S E S

5  N e w  C i t i e s

Back to Strategic Projects
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The second bridge linking the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and 

the Kingdom of Bahrain will extend to a length of 25 km. it 

will consist of four lanes for vehicles and part of the railway 

which is 57km in total length.

The project strengthens the strategic, political, economic 

and cultural ties between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the 

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

It also aims to reduce traffic congestion and enhance the 

efficiency of transporting people and goods between the 

two kingdoms and the GCC which will further boost 

regional economic growth.

King Hamad Causeway
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  T e l e c o m s

Back to Strategic Projects
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Establishing a metro network covering all areas in Bahrain

with a length of 109 km, to be implemented in several

phases.

The first phase of the project will include the construction of

two 29-km lines with 20 stops. The first line will connect

Bahrain International Airport and Seef District, while the

other will link the Juffair Area and the educational district in

Isa Town.

Bahrain Metro  
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  T e l e c o m s

Back to Strategic Projects
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The project will provide transport corridors along the 

northern coast of Bahrain, which will enhance the link 

between strategic projects and new housing projects.

The Northern Road will reach a length of 22.5 km long with 

four lanes being developed.

Northern Road
I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  T e l e c o m s

Back to Strategic Projects
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The project, also referred to as the "Tourist City", is located 

in the southwest of the Kingdom and is one of the projects 

that will enhance the Kingdom's position on the global 

tourism map.

The first phase includes public beaches and a walkway 
extending over 1.2 km, with key recreational, residential 
and tourism facilities being developed. 

The project will host the Avani Bilaj Al Jazayer Bahrain 

Resort and Tivoli Bilaj Al Jazayer Bahrain Resort.

​The project won “The best project in the entertainment 

sector in Bahrain” Award, and was nominated for “the best 

project in the entertainment sector in the Arab region” 

Award

Bilaj Al Jazayer (Tourist City)
T o u r i s m  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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The resort will be built in the southwest of the Kingdom of 

Bahrain

It will have 207 rooms, two beaches, five swimming pools, 

a spa, a health club (spa), a lagoon, artificial islands, and 

water games.

In addition to many restaurants and cafes, it will provide its 

visitors with other attractions such as indoor and outdoor 

cinemas, and an event hall with a capacity of 2,500 people.

Jumeirah Bahrain Bay Resort
T o u r i s m  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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Marrasi Galleria

Spread over an area of ​​200,000 square meters on a 

strategic location within the Marassi Al Bahrain project, 

which is planned to house a wide assortment of prominent 

international brands.

❖ The project will open in September 2022. 

❖ The first commercial complex with exceptional sea 

views in the region, and will allow visitors direct access 

to both the beach and the waterfront promenade. 

❖ Sections of the complex include a High Street, the 

Family Plaza section, a charming waterfront dining 

area, and the luxurious courtyard section. 

T o u r i s m  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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Vida Marassi AlBahrain Hotel & Vida Residence

The hotel is located next to the waterfront and is designed 

in a modern and innovative way to form an urban center for 

the next generation residence and entertainment. The hotel 

apartments feature elegant interiors and various amenities

❖ The project will open in December 2021. 

❖ The resort includes 157 rooms, while the hotel 

apartments include 145 apartments, in addition to a 

number of fine restaurants, a spa, and an outdoor pool. 

❖ It is connected to Marassi Galleria and is steps away 

from the multiple facilities of the Marassi Al Bahrain 

project.

T o u r i s m  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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The Address Hotel Marassi AlBahrain & The Address 
Residences

Luxurious hotel and hotel apartments with modern facilities 

providing the highest levels of luxury. close to a number of 

luxury shops, and restaurants with a stunning sea view.

❖ The project will open in February 2022.

❖ The hotel has 10 floors and 117 rooms including 20 

luxurious suites, in addition to business facilities, spa, 

gym, swimming pools and games area.

❖ The Address Residences includes a commercial 

complex, a waterfront and a wide walkway. The 

residential facilities consist of 10 floors and 155 

residences.

❖ It is directly connected to Marassi Galleria.

T o u r i s m  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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The largest industrial project in the history of the 

Kingdom of Bahrain.

Aims to: 

❖ Increase the productivity, competitiveness, and 

efficiency of the BAPCO oil refinery 

❖ Increase the refining capacity form 267 thousand to 

380 thousand barrels per day

Bapco Modernization
I n d u s t r i a l  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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Establish a downstream zone for the aluminum sector near 

the Alba factory to: 

❖ Attract local and foreign investment in the aluminum 

sector and develop exports in this dynamic sector.

❖ ​Increase the contribution of the non-oil sectors in 

general and the manufacturing sector in particular to the 

Kingdom’s GDP​

❖ Create quality jobs for citizens in the aluminum 

downstream and manufacturing sector.

Aluminium Downstream Zone
I n d u s t r i a l  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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A memorandum of understanding was signed 

between the Kingdom of Bahrain and the United 

States of America with the aim of:

❖ Creating a US trade zone within Bahrain, thus 

developing a regional centre for commerce, 

manufacturing, logistics, and distribution.

❖ Enhancing economic, commercial, and industrial 

cooperation.

❖ Advancing bilateral trade between the two 

countries.

Creating quality job opportunities for citizens in the 

sectors of industry, trade and support services. 

USA Trade Zone
I n d u s t r i a l  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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A healthcare complex that includes academic and medical 
facilities. The complex will also include research centres
specialised in studying prevalent diseases, including cancer, 
diabetes, and obesity. The project will be implemented in two 
phases:

Phase 1: 

An educational department consisting of

❖ 8 floors with a capacity of 300 beds. ​

❖ Outpatient clinics consisting of 3 floors. ​

❖ 15 operating rooms.

❖ Modern laboratories and an imaging centre.

Phase 2

❖ Expansion to 500 bed capacity.

❖ Establishing a research and development centre. ​

❖ Conference hall.

King Abdullah Medical City
H e a l t h c a r e  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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College of Engineering –
University of Bahrain 

One of the most prestigious international engineering 

companies has been hired to design the university’s College 

of Engineering building.

❖ The project organisers are keen to ensure that the 

design is of the highest quality and is environmentally 

friendly. ​

❖ The project will include new buildings for the 

Department of Mechanical, Electrical, Chemical, and 

Civil Engineering, Department of Architecture and 

Interior Design.

❖ The project will provide a research environment that 

contributes to scientific research and developing 

engineering technologies and preparing students in 

various engineering fields to meet the needs of 

society, the labour market and the requirements of 

the comprehensive development of the Kingdom.

E d u c a t i o n  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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A health services complex and a General Hospital focusing 

on multiple specializations located in Dilmunia Island​

Land has been allocated for the hospital, with an estimated 

size of 16,665 sqm.

Dilmunia Health Services Complex
H e a l t h c a r e  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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Establishing a hospital in the A’ali area that includes all 
medical specialties, with a capacity of 125 beds.

It will contain two departments, one dedicated to gynecology 
and children, and the other to provide general medical 
services adopting the latest technologies across various 
specialties. ​

Solar panels will be installed in the hospital upon completion 
of the project, with target of providing 75% of the energy 
demands of the hospital.

King Hamad Hospital AMH
H e a l t h c a r e  S e c t o r

Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary: 

Based on the royal directives to provide 40,000 housing 
units, work has been undertaken in partnership with the 
private sector to establish five new residential cities in an 

effort to provide the best exemplary housing services for 
citizens and provide more building opportunities for 
developers.

Government Land Development programme

The "Sharaka" programme has been launched, which 

allows bidding on land rights to develop government lands 
by private developers.
​The programme will be expanded over the coming years to 
include more than 16000 housing units. The move is in line 
with the government’s commitment to strengthen its 

partnership with the private sector to provide quality houses 
for citizens. 

Housing Projects

Outskirt of Ramli, 3,901 houses

Madinat Salman, 11,940 houses

East Hidd, 4,898 houses

Madinat Khalifa, 4,497 houses

East Sitra, 3,430 houses

H o u s i n g  P r o j e c t s

Back to Strategic Projects
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Summary

The project will include building the largest integrated sports 

stadium in the Kingdom

❖ includes a multi-purpose hall, international standard 

football fields, and athletics tracks.

❖ It also includes a shopping mall and hotels

Sports City 
Y o u t h  &  S p o r t s

Back to Strategic Projects
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Why 
invest
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F I V E  R E A S O N S  B A H R A I N  

S H O U L D  B E  Y O U R  F I R S T  

C H O I C E :

Financially 

attractive01

Skilled 

workforce02

Ease of doing 

business03

Access to

decision-makers04

Exceptional 

lifestyle05
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Sources: *Manama, third consecutive year, AIRINC Global 150 Cities Index; **Average, vs. GCC benchmarks (Manufacturing & Logistics: Bahrain, KSA, UAE, Oman
FS: UAE only (Dubai & Abu Dhabi) Technology: UAE, KSA, Qatar, Kuwait) ***Average, KPMG CODB 2020

Financially attractive
B A H R A I N  R A N K S  F I R S T  G L O B A L LY  F O R  F I N A N C I A L  AT T R A C T I V E N E S S *

C O S T  E F F E C T I V E  I N  G C C * * N O  T A X E S I N T E R N A T I O N A L  A G R E E M E N T S

25%
lower salary costs, financial services***

37%
lower, technology & innovation

31%
lower, financial services

71.5%
lower, logistics

56%
lower, manufacturing

0%
corporation taxes

0%
personal income taxes

0%
wealth taxes

0%
capital gains tax

0%
Import duty on raw materials, 

machinery and spare parts

41 countries
Double Taxation 

Avoidance Agreements

34 countries
Investment Protection 

& Promotion Agreements

22 countries
Free Trade Agreements
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Bahrainis are highly educated. 
More than 32,000 students are enrolled in higher education*:

Source: Higher Education Council, 2019-20

K E Y  F A C T S :Skilled workforce

5%

14%

5%

31%10%

23%

4%

8%

Sources: *Higher Education Council, 2019-20; 
**Ministry of Education - Bahrain Education & Training Annual Report, 2020; 
***International Telecommunication Union (ITU) Report 2020; 
****LMRA, end 2020

90%
of Bahrainis fluent 

in English & Arabic

75%
employment rate among 

Bahrain polytechnic 

graduates**

1st

in the Arab countries for 

advanced computer 

programming talent in 

ICT***
Education

Arts & Humanities

Social Sciences, 

Journalist & Information

Business, Administration 

& Law

Health & Welfare

STEM 

Services

Others



Bahrain is first globally for female 

digital skills training and STEM*.

Bahrainis in financial services
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Source: *Inclusive Internet Index 2021

A diverse workforce

41% 59%

38% of the financial services 

sector are Bahraini women 

despite no quota being in place

BahrainisNon Bahrainis

Though women comprise 

just over 20% of the total 

labour force*, 40% of 

start-ups have female 

founders



Since 2006, Tamkeen, Bahrain’s labour fund, 

has invested US $2.2 billion to promote 

employability among Bahrainis graduates and 

job-seekers, and to support the private sector.

Key incentives include:

100% individual training support

Wage subsidy – 70% y1, 50% y2, 30% y3

Up to 100% wage increment
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Thoroughly supported



Ease of doing business
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*Sources: 2021 Index of Economic Freedom; 

Bahrain creates the conditions in which enterprise excels. 

That’s what being ‘Business Friendly’ means.

The Kingdom is acknowledged by influential bodies 

for freedom across a range of measures:

1st

in MENA for Investment Freedom

1st

in MENA for Trade Freedom

1st

in MENA for Labour Market Regulations

**Economic Freedom of the World 2021 by Frasier
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Bahrain is leading in the region in terms of 
digitalization across different sectors. The digital 
economy contributes towards 8% of our GDP. 

*Source: The Inclusive Internet Index 2021

Digital infrastructure
R A P I D LY  B E C O M I N G  D I G I TA L - L E D

1st in the region to set up a 

Hyperscale Data Centre

I N N O V A T I V E  

R E G U L A T I O N

1st in the region to deliver nation 

wide commercial 5G network 

services

1st globally for privacy and 

data regulations*

1st government in the region to store 

data offshore, in the Cloud

Zero restrictions on VoIP services – the 

only country in the region

S U P P O R T I V E  R E G U L A T I O N

• Cloud first policy • Crypto Asset Exchanges

• Digital Financial Advice 

Regulations (Robo-Advisory)

• Crowdfunding 2.0Electronic Transferable

• FinTech Regulatory Sandbox
• Electronic Communications and Transactions Law

• Records Law

• Ratification of the UN’s Convention on the use of Electronic Communications in 

International Contracts



Operational freedom
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*Source: https://www.heritage.org/index/explore

100% 100% No 1st

E N J O Y  U N R I VA L L E D  F I N A N C I A L  F R E E D O M  I N  B A H R A I N

foreign ownership 

in most sectors

repatriation of capital 

profits & dividends

free zone restrictions in MENA for 

financial freedom*



Bahrain’s regulatory framework 

helps you innovate and grow.

Regulation is clear and transparent. 

Our high governance standards lead 

to outstanding stability.
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Progressive regulation

Take two: a wealth of reforms

A regulatory sandbox for FinTech (2017) and adoption of 

Open Banking (2019) are just two ways Bahrain is working 

to streamline business operation.

2018 2019 20202017

FinTech Regulatory 

Sandbox

Crowdfunding 2.0

Reorganisation and 

Bankruptcy Law

Competition Law

Health Insurance Law

Personal Data 

Protection Law

Electronic Transferable 

Records Law

Electronic Communications 

and Transactions Law

Commercial Companies 

Law Amendments

Cloud Computing Services 

to Foreign Parties Law 

(Data Jurisdiction)

Open Banking

Crypto Asset 

Exchanges

Digital Financial 

Advice Regulations 

(Robo-Advisory)

E-Notarisation

Regulations

CBB’s Rules on 

Insurance Aggregators 

(InsurTech)

Extension of e-visas to 

120 countries

Ratification of the UN’s 

Convention on the use 

of Electronic 

Communications in 

International Contracts
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opportunities by connecting investors to 

strategic bodies and partners across the 

public and private sectors.

Companies get established fast and 

effectively and make the most from their 

investment.

Source: EDB

Access to decision-makers

Over

US$ 3.2 billion
in investments 

attracted 2017-2020 

402
companies 

attracted 2017-2020

20.7%
Investment growth 

2017-2020 (US $733 

m to US $885 m)
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Mondelēz wanted to create a new global hub

– its sixth largest. 

Team Bahrain 
achievements

The company needed 250,000m2

of industrial expansion land. 

None was available.

With partners, Team Bahrain 

reclaimed land from the sea 

in just six months. Allowing them 

to serve a vast area from Bahrain.

Also secured land next to 

the new site for Mondelēz’s 

supply chain.

Formed the Bahrain Logistics 

Board to further support 

Mondelēz in exporting to Saudi 

Arabia.
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Team Bahrain went the extra mile to attract MENA’s 

first hyperscale data centre. 

Team Bahrain 
achievements

Drove adoption of a government-

wide cloud-first policy

Introduced new data jurisdiction 

and protection laws

Changed legislation to make 

cloud computing attractive to 

the private sector

Offered SMEs grant-based 

support for cloud migration 

training and cloud credits

Helped AWS roll out its fastest global deployment, by identifying suitable 

sites powered by renewable energy
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Arla is currently investing in a major expansion of 

it’s factory in Bahrain. 

Team Bahrain 
achievements

The Middle East is the 2nd biggest 

market for Arla, they are building 

7,000 SQM production site in 

Bahrain.

Arla was given access to the 

EDB’s Jobs Portal linking Arla to 

top CVs and the Ministry of 

Labor.

The EDB connected Arla with 

logistics providers based on 

Arla’s specific needs.

Team Bahrain provided priority 

and quick access to COVID 

testing for Arla’s employees.
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DHL have operated their MENA regional hub office 

in Bahrain since 1977

Team Bahrain 
achievements

EDB helped allocate an MOT land 

plot giving DHL dedicated 

landside and airside 

compatible areas.

The EDB facilitated an electronic 

data interchange allowing pre-

clearance of DHL parcels through 

the Bahrain Customs system.

Through the Bahrain Logistics 

Board, the EDB helped allocate 

pre-built warehouse facilities to 

the airport.

The EDB worked closely with 

BAC and MTT in negotiations for 

a further renewal of a 10 year 

lease agreement for DHL.
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RCSI chose Bahrain as their first venture to open 

outside of Ireland.

Team Bahrain 
achievements

RCSI wanted to open outside of 

Ireland in a county with the 

necessary infrastructure in 

place for trials.

Bahrain offers healthcare 

manufacturers an excellent base 

to access the $20 billion GCC 

pharmaceutical industry.

Bahrain was chosen due to ease 

of securing approvals by GCC 

regulators than if conducting trials 

in other regions.

The responsive nature of NHRA

to research trials allow safe 

approvals to be given far 

quicker than in Europe.
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American Express has been regionally 

headquartered in Bahrain for over 40 years due to 

it’s location and favorable regulation.

Team Bahrain 
achievements

Amex have had access to top 

class regulations including 

Bahrain’s position as the 1st

globally for privacy and data.

Amex is able to benefit from 

Bahrain’s clarity and 

transparency around it’s

regulatory framework.

Access to a collaborative 

approach, partnering on multiple 

government initiatives.

Their employees come from a 

workforce of over 30 

nationalities in Bahrain allowing 

innovation and diversity.
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Citi Bank wanted to launch a large scale technology 

hub in Bahrain.

Team Bahrain 
achievements

Accessed Bahrain’s diverse and 

skilled talent pool with the 

ambition to employee 1000 

Bahrainis.

Strong leadership buy-in by Team 

Bahrain helped rapid 

turnaround in drafting the deal 

and terms.

EDB worked closely with Citi from 

the early stages, preparing 

customized value propositions 

to support the project. 

Team Bahrain worked closely 

supporting with data sharing on 

tech talent and salary ranges.



Bahrain is one of the most cost-effective places to live in the GCC.
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Source: KPMG Cost of doing business 2020

Exceptional lifestyle
B E T T E R  C O S T  O F  L I V I N G

A  H A P P Y  P L A C E

Surveys confirm that Bahrain 

is a safe, welcoming location.

15th

globally, HSBC Expat 

Survey 2020

12th

globally for lack 

of organised crime* 

1st

in MENA for ease 

of settling in**

1st

in MENA for work/life 

balance** 

1st

in MENA for personal 

happiness***

1st

in MENA for physical 

& mental wellbeing**

1st

in MENA for quality of life**

Bahrain 46,800

Saudi 42,330

UAE 60,120

Qatar 60,870

Kuwait 76,530

A N N U A L  C O S T  O F  L I V I N G  

I N  U S D

Sources: *Global Competitiveness Report 2019); 

**HSBC 2020; ***The Expat Insider Survey 2021 

– InterNations; ****Mercer Cost of Living 2021
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Liberal and open

As an island trading nation, Bahrain has welcomed 

people from the world over for millennia.

Today is no different. The result is a tolerant, 

cosmopolitan society and a varied population.

Sources: *Global Connectedness Index 2020 – DHL; **Expat Insider Survey 2020; 

Diversity & Inclusion

7th

globally for the 

highest percentage 

of migrants*

93%
of expats say it’s easy 

to live in Bahrain 

without speaking the 

local language (vs. 

54% globally)** 

Focused on equality

Bahrain celebrates religious choice, with:

17 Christian denominations 

and registered churches

Sikh, Hindu, Bahai and 

Buddhist places of worship 

and dedicated facilities
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Education options

Bahrain offers an exceptionally diverse and international curriculum range 

including the American, Indian, Canadian and British curriculum - with St. 

Chris notably being highest ranked British School outside of the UK. 

*Source: Education Annual Report 2020

Diversity & Inclusion
C O V I D - 1 9  R E S P O N S E

Bahrain has made major efforts 

to counter the pandemic.

The quick response to the pandemic has 

involved +7m tests and a recovery rate of 

99.4%. Furthermore, Bahrain was the first 

Arab country to join the WHO solidarity trial 

to find a treatment for COVID-19**

Bahrain’s government has provided 

a US $11.4 bn economic stimulus 

package that includes:

Sources: *GDN, Sep 2021; **Bahrain 
Ministry of Health, March 2020

E D U C AT I O N A L  

I N S T I T U T I O N

N U M B E R  O F  

S C H O O L S

Public school 209

Private school 70

Kindergarten 188

‘Feena Khair’ campaign to collect 
financial & material donations

‘BeAware Bahrain’ mobile app to help 
contain virus spread

Drive-through test facilities nationwide

444 24-hour hotline to report cases in 
English & Arabic

No-fee treatments to citizens & residents
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An IPA responsible for attracting investment and enhancing the business ecosystem

Bahrain Economic Development Board

Analysis and information to 

support your investment  

decision

A concierge service to  

streamline your market entry

Long term support to make 

your  business a success

F E A S I B I L I T Y R E G I S T R AT I O N A F T E R C A R E



Bahrain Economic  
Development Board
An IPA responsible for attracting investment and 
enhancing the business ecosystem

58
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Get in touch
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T H I N K  O F  T H E  B A H R A I N  E D B  

A S  PA R T  O F  Y O U R  T E A M .

An investment promotion agency, 

we’re here to:

Make Bahrain’s

business 
environment
as attractive as possible

Help investors

gain from its 

advantages

https://twitter.com/bahrainedb?lang=en
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bahrainedb/
https://www.instagram.com/bahrainedb/
https://www.facebook.com/BahrainEDB/
https://www.youtube.com/user/bahrainedb/



